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LAKE CITY TREE WALK
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Thank you for participating in this Tree Walk! 
 
Trees for Seattle, a program of the City of Seattle, is dedicated to growing and maintaining healthy, 
awe-inspiring trees in Seattle. Trees build strong communities by: 
 
 Making our streets safer, friendlier places to walk and bike 
 Soaking up rainwater to keep our streams, lakes, and Puget Sound clean 
 Calming traffic, helping to avoid accidents 
 Cleaning our air, making it easier to breathe 
 And much more! 

 
Seattle’s urban forest depends on you! Two-thirds of Seattle’s trees are planted around homes and 
maintained by residents. Without those trees, Seattle would be a pretty bleak place. Working together, 
we can have an urban forest that is healthy and growing, and can achieve our goal of 30% tree cover by 
2037. 
 
You can get involved in many ways:  
 
 Attend a Tree Walk: We host free monthly tours of the unique and beautiful trees in 

neighborhoods across Seattle. Self-guided versions are also available on our website. 
 
 Volunteer: Our volunteers lead Tree Walks with friends and neighbors and participate in fun 

events like Tree Stewardship work parties to help keep trees healthy and thriving. You can 
commit for an hour or a lifetime. Everyone is welcome. 

 
 Plant a Tree: Our Trees for Neighborhoods project supports Seattle residents in planting trees 

around their homes by providing support, free trees, and workshops. 
 
For more information on our work and how you can get involved:  
 

Visit: www.Seattle.gov/trees 
Call: 206-615-1668 
Email: treeambassador@seattle.gov 
Follow Trees for Seattle on Facebook 
(Use a smart phone’s camera to scan code for more info) 
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18. Hungarian 
Oaks 
Quercus frainetto 
 
On 30th Ave NE 
just to the left 
around the corner 
from the Black 
Tupalo. 
 
 

These drought tolerant 
Hungarian Oaks were planted 
for the new multistory 
apartment building. These Oaks 
make good street trees because 
they can grow with little water 
and have few pests. When they 
grow tall they will beautify the 
building. They will shade the 
building during the hot summer 
but let light in during the cold 
winter. This building replaced 
the old fire station, built in 1949, 
which in turn replaced the old 
library. 

 

 
19. Paperbark 
Maple 
Acer griseum 
 
Cross 30th Ave NE. 
You will see two 
trees that have a 
unique, reddish 
and brown 
peeling bark.  

The Paperbark Maple’s home is 
the highlands of central China.  
Because it grows well in our 
area, we get to enjoy its beauty.  
It has a three-part leaf, unusual 
for a maple and it has a naturally 
peeling bark. This tree replaced 
a Flowering Pear tree that died.  
The Paper Bark Maple adds 
diversity to our urban forest. 
In September 2018, 
neighborhood residents dealt 
with a homelessness problem by 
removing two trees and planters 
in front of and across from the 
Post Office. One was another 
Paperbark maple. 

 

 
20. Red Spire 
Pear 
Pyrus calleryana 
‘Redspire’ 
 
3019 NE 127 St 
just beyond the 
Post Office 

There are rows of easy to grow 
flowering pear trees on both 
sides of the street. They produce 
beautiful white flowers in spring. 
They give a visual unity to the 
neighborhood. The first Lake City 
Post office opened in 1936 when 
Lake City was a rural community. 
This one has been serving the 
area since 1954. 

 



10 
 

 

 
21. Emerald 
Queen Norway 
Maples 
Acer platanoides 
 
Turn right on Lake 
City Way. 

These Norway maples line Lake 
City Way NE. They are heat and 
drought tolerant, with yellow 
autumn color. They give the 
busy street a softer feeling. They 
slow traffic, filter the air, reduce 
noise, and add beauty. These 
Norway maples were planted in 
the early 1980s as part of the 
Gateway Project to update to 
the Lake City business district. 
The median and the sculpture by 
Mike Sweeny were added at the 
same time. 

 

 
22. Giant Sequoia 
Sequoiadendron 
giganteum 
 
12360 Lake City 
Way NE 
 
Continue south 
on Lake City Way 
NE.  Cross LCW 
and NE125th at 
the corner.  
Outside the Bank: 

This giant Sequoia seems to be 
growing well here in Lake City.  It 
is big now and still growing. It 
might be the biggest tree in the 
area. Giant Sequoias are not 
quite the tallest trees in the 
world, but they do have the 
most mass. Their home is in the 
Sierra Mountains of California.  
 
The round brick planter started 
life as a cheerful water fountain.  
But as summers have gotten 
hotter and drier, water became 
more precious. It didn’t seem 
like a good idea to waste it. The 
fountain is dry now, just like our 
lawns in summer. 

 

 
23. Japanese 
Flowering 
Cherries 
Prunus serrulate 
 
From the Sequoia 
cross Lake City 
Way NE and 
continue through 
the Lake City 
Mini-park 
towards 30th Ave 
NE 
 

These Japanese Cherry trees 
cheer us up with their beautiful 
flowers every spring.  
This was the site of a Seattle 
First National Bank (SeaFirst) up 
to the 1970s. After vacating the 
building, the bank donated it to 
the city for a mini-park. 

 




